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George Earle was born in Falmouth, 
Conmmall, England, February 5, 1807, the 
fourti of thirteen crildren in the sanity. 
He married Mary Vevonshine of Falmouth on 
April 19, 1832, in St. Clements Dane 
Church in London. 


He was an arciiitect and builder, prac- 
Bising his trade in Falmouth and Later in 
London. He came to Puiladelvhia in the 
United States in 1835 to fulfill a contract 
to build brick houses, bringing the brick 
with him from England. 


Through three men, Join C. Davis, 
Henry Frederickson and John B. Chapman, 
he became interested in the town of Livenr- 
pool on Deep River in western Indiana. 
John Chapman had purchased Land in the 
area from the U. S. Government under 
Andrew Jackson and {nom Chie Re-se-mo- 
fan (also known a5 Parrish) of the Pot- 
tavatom Indian tribe in 1836. Earle 
vought the town and other Land, in total 
about 3,000 acres, in what 6 now Gar, 
East Gary and Hobart. He then proceeded 
to develoo the town of Liverpool. 


Three Settlements, Lake Court House, 
Liverpool, and West Point at Cedar Lake, 
Sought to be the county seat. In 1839 
Liverpool was 50 designated and Eante 
began to build a courthouse and deeded 


Land to the new county, Labe, which had 
been forned in 1837. 3ut in 1840 the 
dectston was changed and Lake Court House 
named the county canitakl because Lt was 
mone centrally Located. Earle was named 
county agent and historians remark ne per- 
fonmed fis duties well. 


Solon Robinson and Judae Villian CLark 
of the nev county seat and Seoraqe Earke in 
1840 renamed the county government center 
"Crown Point.” ikstorcan Timothy H, Ball 
indicates it was Eanke who suggested the 
name. In 1849 a second building was built 
to nenkace the ontainal Loq court house at 
Crown Point, George Eanke beina the architect 
and Jenemu Hixon the builder. 


Earle decided Livervook would not pros- 
per and selected a site further un the river 
to develop. There he built a Log house and 
his son Later built a fine home. Earle moved 
the qovernment vost fice from Liverpool to 
his new site and named the embryo town 
"Hobart" sor his baother, Frederick Hobart 
Earle of Falmouth, Enafend. It is mentioned 
in memoirs of pioneers that manu Indians 
Lived and visited in the vicinity of Hobart. 
The area was heavilu wooded and wild game 
was said to be pkentiful. 


A dam was constructed at Hobart and a 
saw mLe built. Timber was cut at the milk 
for the first vaved street, Lake Street, in 
Chicago. The next year a grist mill was 
built and advertised as ready for business 
December 1, 1847. This mike was destroyed 
by fine in 1953. 


Hobart wa: fonmatly platted in 1848 
and a sutvey is negistened May 3, 1849, in 
the county plat book: 

Beqin at a stake at the corner 

of Lewis Hammond's tavern house, 

and thence thaough Main Street 
south 31 degrees east to the 
end of said street, and «rom 
thence on the Line of Lots east 

31 degrees nonth to the east 

bide of East Street, and from 

thence north 31 degrees west 

to the end of said street; 

from trence west 31 degrees 

South to Center Street: from 

thence north 31 deqnees west 

to the end of said Center 

Street--being Laid out in 

town Lots and fractional town 

Lots and numbered with their 

nespective dimensions as per 

plat hereunto annexed. In 
witness whenreos, IT have here- 
unto set my hand and seak this 

May 3, 1849. (signed) George 

carke (seak). Acknowledged 

oefore Ebenezer Vustin, a 

Justice of the Peace, the 7th 

day of May, 1849. 


Earle was described by his contemporar- 
des ah a talk man, dignified and courteous 
in manner, an example of an American and 
English gentleman. They comment that aside 
fnom ius dedication to tie mone practical 
things of Lise, Mr. Earke was a connoisseur 
of art and had a very vakuable collection 
of paintings numbering more than 300, many 
of which he had painted himself. ile built 


an art gallery on Main Street, between First 
and Second Streets, to hold his paintings. 
The buikdina was Later sold to St. Bridget 
Catholic Church and his paintings stoned 

in a building at 341 Main Street. A Leaking 
nook allowed rain to damage many of the 
paintings some 70 years Later. 


In 1854 the Pittsburg and Fort Waume 
Railroad reached Hobart. f uikding of the 
naiknoad had stopped at Vatparaiso due to 
Lack of funds. Earle supplied the Land 
for the right-of-way and assisted with funds 
to extend the railroad to Hobart and on to 
Chicago. Land was donated for the. stotion 
nuilt at Hobart. 


Lake Station was founded by Earle in 
1852. (This town was renamed East Gary in 
1908.) For many years this place was the 
terminus of the New Aébany and Salem Rui °- 
road which was Later the Michigan Centd 
Railroad. Shops and nroundhouses were 
Located at Lake Station. 


Eanke was enqaaed in the milling business 
and the busting and Selling of neal estate as 
well as other enterprises at Hobart until 
1854 after which he spent most ok his time 
in Chicago and Philadelphia, while his Son, 
John George Edward Earke, managed his Hobart 
enternrises. George Earle often made trivd 
to his native EngLand. 


In Falmouth, England, he built a complex 
of buildings around a chanel on Bowling Green 
Hill, property which he had purchased fOr 
that purpose, and presented it to Falmouth in 
1865 as Eanke's Retreat, a home for the aged 


and needy. He also provided funds fOr a 
portion of its maintenance. His great grand- 
Son, Kerbert Earke, who was an hononed quest 
at a centenary honoring George Earke in Fae- 
mouth Juky 4, 1969, continues to assist ina 
measure in mainiaining George Earke's ideals 
at the home. 


AS churches were onjanized in Hobart, 
Earle presented each group with a site fOr 
a building. The ground at Fourth and Nain 
Streets was deeded to the Independent 
Onder of Odd Fellows for their Lodqe inake. 


Besides Frederick Hobart Earle of 
Falmouth, George Eanke's will, written in 
1870 with codicils dated 1872 and 1875, 
mentions brothers Richard Earle of New 
Atbany, Fayette Countiy, Towa, and Charles 
Harvey Earke of Adelaide, South Australia. 
The will provides for all the various 
members of his family and continues sun- 
port of Earke's Retreat. 


His philanthropies, his solLicitude 
for those in need as demonstrated by ints 
gift of Earke's Retreat to Falmouth, and 
his concern for his family point him uwyp 
a a gentleman greatky to be admired. 


Ma. and MAS. George Earle moved to 
Philadelphia in 1872. He was in England 
when he became if with a cold and ne- 
tuned to Philadelphia where he died 
January 22, 1876, folLowing a stroke. He 
48 buried in the Hobart Cemetery. His 
wife, Mary, who died ten years Laten, 
4s also buried there. 


JOHN GEORGE EDWARD EARLE 


Geonge and Many Earle nad one son,. Joan 
George Edvard Earle, born in London, England, 
Februauy 6, 1833. John was educated in 
Crown Point, Indiana, for about two years 
and was then sent to England fon instruction 
An the orivate schools of that time. He 
Ataved in Enaland for about tvo years and 
returned to Hobart, remaining here up to his 
dwenti- inst year in partnership with his 
father who at that time left the business in 
Hobart in the hands of John. Timothy Ball 
notes that John remained here for adout 4i4- 
teen years, conducting his father's busingss 
as a aenenal broker, Lending money and deak- 
ing in real estate. 


John moved to Chicago and beqan to 
huild houses for nenting. tie made his home 
on Thinrty-seventh Street. An early bio- 
qnapher States he was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, Consistony and Kniqht Tem- 
nlars. He was a charter member of the Hobart 
Odd FekLows Earle Lodge Number 333 as well 
as Hobart M. L. McClekLand Lodge Number 357, 
F, &. A. Me. He was a strong Republican. 


A bioqnanhy waitien in 1882 relates 
John was married to Evaline J. Hull, a 
native of Kosciusko County, Indiana, in 
1868. They had six children; Albert 
Charles, Emma Louise and Ellen Mary (1874- 
1881) and Many J. dying when young. Two 
Sons, George and William, Lived to further 
develop the area which was the concern of 
their qnandfather and father. 


John had an earkier marriage which was 
dissokved. To John and the first wife, 
Mariam, were born two diildren, Mary 
Georgiana and Edward Hobart Earle, who 
Later made their home in Valparaiso. 


John Eanke died in 1917, nis wife, 
Evakine, naving died in 1884 


GEORGE EARLE (IT) 


George Earle, 40n of John and Evaline 
taric, was born November 21, 1875, at 
Chicago, TlRinors. He was educated at 
Racine, Wisconsin, and Nortwestern 
University, takina a degree of LLB, and 
practised Law in Cnicago. In 1916 ine 
came to Gary and at once embarked in 
the neakty vusiness. te dealt extensively 
in noldings 4n and around Gat and liobart. 
He erected many buildings, averaging 25 
nesidences each year during his activities. 


George tarke was united in marriaae 
to Akice Mooney of Loustscana on June 5, 
1912, and to their union was born a 
daugiter, tthel. Mrs. Adice Earle and 
her daughter returned to Louisiana to 
dive. George Earle died in 1960. 


WILLIAM EARLE 


wakkian tarle was born in Chicago, 
T2linois, Septenver 11, 1877, tre son of 
Jonn and tvakine Earke. He attended the 
Schooks of Racine, Wisconsin, and studied 
Law at Northwestern University. He 
Subsequently studied architectural en- 
gineering at Laws Institute and then 


entered the construction business in 
Chicago. He was successfully engaged there 
unti£ 1903 when he came to Hobart where he 
4ofLowed the enaineering and surveying busi- 
ness. In 1907 he became financially inter- 
ested in the development of East Gary and 
vlatted and marketed tris anea. He abso did 
much construction work there, inckuding 200 
nesidences. 


Another of his accomplishments was the 
construction of the Gary Foundry and ‘Machine 
Company's buclding at East Gary. For more 
than Seven years he served the town of East 
Gary as vnesident of the town board and was 
the princivak factor in the creation and 
exnansion of the town. 


He next centered his attention aqain 
in Hobart and oftictated as city engineer 
4nom 1942 to 1952, 


Wikliam Earle was united in marriage 
Sentember 15, 1902, to Robin L. Barnes, who 
was born in Fremont, Ohio, the daughter ok 
John and Akice (BinkLew) Barnes. To this 
union was born one son, Kerbert. Mrs. Earle 
died March 17, 1931. Wikiam Earle was a 
Mason, Shriner, Chapter member and also an 
Elk, nistonrians note. He died November 5, 
1956. 


KERBERT EARLE 


Kerbert Eanke, the son of William and 
Robin Earle, was born December 20, 1905, in 
Chicago, 1klinois. His higher education was 
at the University of Wisconsin, 


Kerbeat was married December 20, 1944, 
to Leona C. Link, daughter of Shewunan and 
Ida S. Link of East Gary. They have a 
daughter, Karin Lynette, born Aprrcl 17, 
1946, and two sons, Robin Link, born 
Febauary 21, 1949, and Jan Kerbert, born 
August 20, 1953. Alk three children were 
educated at North Park College, Chicago. 


Kerbert Earke founded and was 
managing director of the Gary Civic 
Theatre from 1931 to 1941. He then op- 
erated a nesort and nursery at Lake 
Tomahawk, Wisconsin. In 1950 Mr. and 
Mrs. Earke and then family moved to 
Loveland, Colorado, where he is a flonist, 
owning and operating “Earke's Flowers.” 


